
 1 

 
 
 
 
Contact: Rev. Melissa Self Patrick, Executive Director                 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Phone:    205.795.4176                       December 30, 2019 
Email:     Melissa.Patrick@bhecinfo.org 
Website: www.bhecinfo.org 
 
Birmingham, AL, -- During this season of light, courage, and hope for several world religions and cultural groups, the 
Birmingham Holocaust Education Center (BHEC), is outraged and deeply grieved by the vicious attacks against the 
Monsey Jewish community on Saturday evening, as they gathered to light candles on the 7th night of Hanukkah.  We also 
remember and are profoundly disturbed by violent attacks against the Jersey City Jewish community two weeks prior.   

This year, the New York City Police Department alone has reported over 150 antisemitic hate crimes, a 63% increase 
from 2018.  The trend of rising antisemitism throughout the world is well-documented, and we of the BHEC are 
committed now more than ever to teaching the consequences of hate and championing human rights and social justice.   

The BHEC’s educational programming teaches that the Holocaust did not begin with Auschwitz; rather, Nazi oppression 
was able to take root because ordinary Germans did not speak out against the regime’s increasing marginalization and 
violence against political dissidents, Jews, and other minorities.  With each infringement on personal rights and safety, 
the Nazis were able to increase public tolerance for such measures and move one step closer to what we know today as 
the Holocaust.  We cannot allow that to happen again. We must speak out when any group is targeted because they are 
different. 

So that current generations and those to come are taught to construct a more just, humane, and tolerant future for all, 
the BHEC invites you to join us in denouncing all hate crimes.  Let us all #StandAgainstHate and… 

Say NO to Antisemitism 

Say NO to Ignorance 

Say NO to Racism 

Say NO to Intolerance 

 

 
   

### 

Birmingham Holocaust Education Center is located at 2100 Highland Ave. S. Birmingham, AL 35205. 
The second floor of Temple Emanu-El 

http://www.bhecinfo.org/

