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DATES TO REMEMBER
(Further information online)

Holocaust Film Series
Emmet O0 Neal

and March 9

Brown Bag Lunch Series
Birmingham Public Library
12:00 PM, Wednesdays
March 5, March 12, March 19,
March 26

Yom HaShoahii Birmingham
Community
Brock Recital Hall, Samford

University, Wednesday, April 23,

7:00 PM

Yom HaShoaltii State Days of
Remembrance

State Capitol, Montgomery
Tuesday, April 29, 11:00 AM

L6Chaim 20114
Sunday, August 24
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impact and ethical implications of the Holocaust while showing the powe
of the arts, especially music, to embolden the human spirit in the face of
adversity. More than thirty teachers from participating schools have
received training to prepare them to teach the lessons @he Children of
Willesden Lane1,200 students in the Birmingham metropolitan area are
reading the book.

SPECIAL PERFORMANCES BY MONA GOLABEK

Three
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STUDENT PERFORMANCE

COMMUNITY YOM HASHOAH PROGRAM

of

Wednesday, April 23, 2014, 7:00 pm, Brock Recital Hall, Samford University

SAMFORD MUSIC DEPARTMENT PROGRAM,

0The
nominated concert pianist Mona Golabek will bring to life the music and ‘
story of Lisa Jura:

Chi
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pianist.
advanced, and her world fell apart with the events &fristallnacht Her parents
were forced to make the difficult decision to secure safe passage to London
aboard theKindertransportfor only one of their three daughters. They chose to
send Lisa, believing her talent would give her strength and could help reunite
London,
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These were her mother's last words as Lisa Jura boarded tkmdertransport

you

In 1938, 14-yearold Lisa was a Jewish musical prodigy in Vienna who hoped to

dreams w

host el o}
beacon of hope for her as well as for other displaced children who cheered her on as she fought to
realize her musical dreams.

Mona

Spring
Foundation; Samford University; the Birmingham Public Library; the N.E. Miles Jewish Day School,
Birmingham, Jefferson County, Bessemer, Tarrant, and Bibb County school systems. The goal of the

Tuesday, April 22, 2014, 10:00 am, Wright Center, Samford University
For participating schools only.

A free, public performance on Yom HaShoah, Holocaust Remembrance Day, will

begin with a brief candle lighting service in memory of those lost during the
and
L a n Blarkdyour calendars and join us!
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Thursday, April 24, 2014, 1:00 pm, Brock Recital Hall, Samford University
Open to music students throughout Birmingham.

DOCUMENTARY FOR PBS TELEVISION
The story of Lisa Jura will be featured in a o#ur documentary directed by Oscarominated
director Josh Aronson. The film will include selected footage from Birmingham performances and

responses from Birmingham students after their study dfhe Children of Willesden Lane
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Another Giant Step Forward! Phyllis Weinstein, President

We are pleased to share with you a review of the Biranmougeham Hol
programs and plansfor 2014. Our incredible volunteer members have continued to work tirelessly to bring the history and lessohthe

Holocaust to a wide diversity of people and venuedheir achievements are remarkablelt is difficult to document the exact amber of

individuals we did reach, butve know that it wasin the thousands who heard the story from our Holocaust survivors, from second

generation speakers, through the display of oubarkness intoLife exhibit or through the training of teachers who will teach ¢hcurriculum

to their students,in addition to our major programs that attracted large and interested audienceslow, 12 years since we heldur first

program, weare striving for financial stability to ensure even greater growth in the years ahead.

Just as we have made strides in our city and state, ensatiyondbally
states Dorit Novak, the DirectoiGeneral ofYadVashem. Of the 16,000 books on the Holocaust listed in our Library of Congressore

than twothirds were published in the past two decades, and there is a proliferation of Holocaust centers and museums in atispafrthe

world.

In order to keep pace with this growing interest, the BHEC has transitioned iatstructured organizationcontinuing as an alvolunteer
endeavor,reaching out to our community to further diversify the membership of oellected Board of Directors, bringing new vas and
experiencesto support our missionWe ar e exci ted about our onew |l ookdé and are hopi
programming. Please mark your calendar with those events already scheduled and join us during the year as we continue to trang

history and lessons of the Holocaust to our community.

Darkness X % e Barbara Solomon, Exhibit Coordinator

\

labama Holocaust Survivors Through Photography and Arg

The20132 014 academic year promi ses tDarknéseIntalifeexhibitas thedltaelerversiod (THILY ar f or
makes its way across the educational spectrum of our stafefrom elementary schools to middle schools to high schools to uniséies. In

2014, TDIL will be traveling to Riverchase Middle School, Shades Valley High School, University of West Alabama, Cherokee Bend
Elementary School, Highlands Day School and Bob Jones High School. We are pleased that TDIL is a teaching tool that asHfargi@

making Holocaust studies and related topics (such as prejudice, tolerance, social justice, peer pressure, and bullying) aitteso outlying
communities.

This year is the first year we are seeing Orep:¢
dates to host the exhibit. The reason for this is very clear to us at the BHEC: the Traveler version is

so easy to handle that two people can install it in under 20 minutes. TDIL consists of 17 jul

panels that install by simply pulling them up out of their individual casings. Plus, the entire exhibit

can be transported in the trunk of a miesize vehicle. The ease of the installation coupled with the
beautiful artwork and text telling the compelling stories of 20 Alabama Holocaust survivors make it

a remarkable educational tool.

We were very pleased to have the Tuscaloosa Public Library host TDIL for a month this past fall.
The wonderful staff at the library worked with various Jewish groups affiliated with the University of
Alabama and created inspirational programming that attracted many members of the Tuscaloosa
community. TDIL was also showcased at the Southern Jewish Historical Society at UAB in
November.

We greatly appreciate the teachers who take the time to request the exhibit and use it to enhance
the study of the Holocaust in their classroom. Hosting organizations also have online access to a
complete set of educational materials including introductory videos and interviews with local
Holocaust survivors.

We are especially grateful to Becky Seitel and Mitzi J. Levin for the wonderful original exhibit they

produced in 2007fione that is beautiful, inspirational, and unparalleled in terms of the number of

people in Alabama that it reaches. As well, we are so grateful for their continued involvement with

i the BHEC and their willingness to speak at many venues about their creative experience.

| This year, the original 7&iece Darkness into Lifeexhibit graces the walls of the BHEC office,

- providing opportunities for individuals and groups to make appointments to come and view the

oRuth and || gmRjifal paintings and photographs. Indeed, one of the bonuses of having the Traveler version is

by Helen Davis, Ardmore High Schoolihat we no longer send the original exhibit around the state. This has reduced the wear and tear
Drawn after viewing DIL on a class o, the exhibit as well as our costs and allows us to preserve the integrity of the original artwork.

trip to the BHEC. The Hebrew letter
thatspellChai = me ani ng ol &r€intefest@dlinthosting TDIL, please visit our website where you can view the exhibit online

drawn into the sigednfdt st reBued hoStifg-the exhibitin your community.

1)




Page 3

My GreatGr and mot her 8s Story Elana Urbach, 4th Generation

| remember the first time | learned aboutmy greafr and mot her 8 s memoi r . I was in fningatiip gr ad e
to the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. In preparation for the trip, my mom handed me a slend&mith a

plain red cover and the wordHellawritten in gold cursive on the front. Hella Mautner is the name of my gregandmother. Born in Prague,

she lived in Vienna, Austria at the time of thAnschluss the occupation and annexation of Austria. Then, as described in harrowing detail in

the first chapter of the memoir, she and her family, including my 8 yeald future grandmother pretending to sleep

in the back seat of the car, sneaked into Czechoslovakia with the help of bribery and fake passports. From
Czechoslovakia, her family emigrated to Birmingham, Alabama, leaving Prague just weeks before the Nazis arrived.

| read the first chapter with fascination. Her story made the Holocaust to more personal to me.

| 1 I admit that | did not actually finish the memoir u
escape, which was perfect for a child drawn to stories of adventure. The rest of the memoir was a combination of
pre-World War Il family history and the tale of how Hella singiandedly supported the family in Birmingham,

working various jobs and ultimately opening her own tea room where she catered parties. Yet it is precisely these

parts of the memoir that are most important and inspirational to me today. | learned more about my family history. |
learned that in the early 1900s my greagreat grandmother divorced her husband and moved to Prague to

become a successful dressmaker for the web-do, able to support her children and live comfortably. | read about
HeIIa(”)s dating |ife, her marriage to her husband, not f
flee), and her subsequent affairs. But | also read about how she singlendedly supported her family in a new country where slarely
spoke the language. My ancestors became real people with flaws but also with great resolve and truly fascinating life stofieeir tenacity

through hardships, large and small, continues to encourage and inspire me.

I am currently a senior at the College of William and Mary, but as a freshman | was given the opportunity to do a resean@cprelated to
a course | had taken on life in the occupied territories during World War II. | jumped at the chance to do research retatdte memoir. |
studied the situation in Vienna around the time that Hella fled, particularly focusing on the American consulates and thdlehges Jews
faced in trying to emigrate. It helped me appreciate how lucky she was, and by extension, how lucky | am. My life isiffergigt from the
life that Hella lived. | have always lived comfortably and have faced no real hardships. Yet although my-graatmother died before |
was born, her memoir has helped me connect with my heritage, both my personal family history and the history of the JewigtiepeHer
story gives me strength, and | feel incredibly fortunate to have been able to read it.

NOTE:Hellais available in the BHEC Library

Birmingham Teacher Receives Award in Holocaust Education Deborah Layman, Vice Preside
Jewish i v Amy McDonald, A.P. History Teacher and Chair of the Social Studies Department at Shades Valley High
o e o School, received the Robert I. Goldman Award for Excellence in Holocaust Education from the Jewish
5 ' . Foundation for the Righteous (JFR) at their Annual Dinner at the Waldorf Astoria in New York on
December 3.

THE
JEWISH
FOUNDAT]

I Amy, a member of the BHEC teacher cadre, has been the recipient of four Brenda and Fred Friedman

‘71 Teacher Scholarships from the BHEC and has attended the JFR Summer Institute at Columbia
University, the JFR European Study Program in Germany and Poland, and two JFR Advanced Seminars.
She launched a Holocaust Studies program at SVHS and currently teaches two sections of the
Holocaust Studies course.

THE ;
JEWISH [JEWISH
FOUNDATION FOUNDATION

Amy McDonald with Roman
Kent, Holocaust Survivor and

President of JER Since its inception in 1998, the Robert I. Goldman Award has been presented annually to a teacher who

demonstrates excellence and creativity in the field of Holocaust education. Recipients of the Goldman
Award exhibit a love of teaching and dedication to Holocaust education. Goldman, for whom the award
is named, was one of the founding trustees of the JFR.

In her remarks at the JFR dinner, Amy explained the bracelet she wears that is engraved with the number 788ddvivor Max Steime t z 6 s
Auschwitz prisoner number. After attending - RO JIropean Study
students to experience somehow the reality of what she had seen in Germany and Poland. She inv}
Max to tell his story to her students in fou
students, the interviews with Max were lifehanging, and Amy had the bracelet made as a permanen
reminder of the personal impact of Holocaust education on young lives.

In Amydés words, oOYou must be asking yourself & one L
Deep South and the Bible Belt, known for its troubled history with Jim Crow segregation and civil rights,
develop a passion and calling for teaching the Holocaust? Part of the answer lies in this bracelet that | wear every day.

0The number on this bracelet symbolizes a calling andysbeeswrion fc
close to my heart: treasuring and honoring our survivors, rescuers, and veterans. They are my inspiration and my heroesthea witness
with a commitment to pass on their life stories and lessons.

0There are so many of these stories, but they all c ar myosdcibtyy s a me
Promote compassion and decency. Take a stand against wrong. Protect what is right. And never forget. This braceleseetrg two
lives intersected, is a daily reminder of an enormous and persorn
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Making an Impact with Speaking Engagements Denise Lewis, Vice Preside

g During the past year, | ocal surviyv pirec
8 by sharing the stories of their 1 durir
have traveled around the state to rche:c
have made a tremendous i mpact on t es.
Ai sic Hirsch even traveled to the fAr
I n December, we hosted a group of and t
Al abama who traveled two hbDamrlneéos i ce t
—— exhibit. Max Herzel told them his|stogype&nd Mitzi
process in depicting these stories. Prior to their
to select one survivor from our website and to create thei

Many thanks to the survivors and second generation speaker

Speaker and Designation Venues

Martin Aaron (Survivor) Northview High School (via Skype), Shades Valley High School

Buckhorn Middle School, Ft. Payne Middle School, Ruhama Junior High School,
Ardmore High School

Prince of Peace School, Sumiton Elementary School, Jacksonville High School,
Thompson Middle School, Irondale Middle School, Pike Liberal Arts School,
Max Herzel (Survivor) Samford University, Auburn Universitjlontgomery, Our Lady of the Valley Schoq|,
West Blocton High School, Elgethin Club, Tuscaloosa Public Library, St. Thoma:
Episcopal Church, FBI, Mortimer Jordan High School

Leeds High School, Birmingham Publid Lib
Riva and Aisic Hirsch (Survivors) Clay Elementary, Riverchase Methodist Church, G@lyalkville High School,
Addison High School, University of Arkansas

Childersburg High School, Horseshoe Bend School, Samford University,
Auburn Universit§iMontgomery, Auburn Junior High School

Robert Adler (Second Generation)

Denise Lewis (Second Generation)

Shades Valley High School, Cherokee Bend Elementary School,

Max Steinmetz (Survivor) Pleasant Grove High School, Jewish War Veterans, Rotary Club

Henry Stern (Survivor) Horseshoe Bend Middle School

Denise Lewis: Sharing a Remarkable Holocaust Story Deborah Layman, Vice Preside

Deni se, a second generation survivor, is one of the BH
fatherds story. OEven though terrible evil can sweep t
totally extinguished, and even the smallest acts of ki
Deni se6s father, Roger Blum, was born in Brumath, Fran
to live with cousins. In September, the Nazis entered Brumath and confiscated all of the possessions of Jewish fami-
lies and sent the Jews to camps. Rogerds family was t akeTheyt o a

fled to Nyons in the south of France, where they hid for five years in caves, forests, and homes with the help of the towptgeln 1942,

Roger signed up for the U.S. draft. His training group shipped out to the Pacific, but Roger was sent to France, whereshdeteamined to

find his family. When he heard that there were families from Brumath hiding in Nyons, he got permission to go and lookéon,tand,

against all odds, he was reunited with his family in Nyons. After the war, his family returned to Brumath and Roger begekirtg down the
possessions that had been stolen from them. The Germans had kept meticulous records, and Roger was able to locate the Geviman

had his familyds property. When the German protested Hithatr .he |hda
taking what belongs to my family.o And he did, withgttBruwmath.el p of

I n 1946, Roger returned to Birmingham, where he sett |lagsDenddgwn and
oand | |l ove carrying on the tradition. When | visit rasofdHebdldosr oo m,
caust, and | like being able to tell a story that shows that there were good people who helped the Jienstory with a happy enithg. My

family had their lives disrupted for five years, but they survived, and my dad was able to be reunited with them and heim tjt back what

bel onged to them. o6

Denise tells students, o0You never know who wil/ pass malkindnessay an
on your part might do to change the course of another es@esonds |
Let me make some mark on this world./ Let me leave some memory of myself./ Let someone think or say: this world is betteabse |

passed their way.
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2013 The BHEC Year in Review Deborah Layman, Vice President

2013 was an exciting year for the BHEC! Heref6s a recap of some ¢
our activities and accomplishments:

HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL GARBENr dream of creating an
educational and memorial garden in downtown Birmingham took
shape in 2013. With the support of Mayor Bell and REV
Birmingham, we were given the green light to pursue the
development of a site on 19 Street North between 3! and 4th
Avenues. Amy Smith of KPS Group turned our ideas for the garde
into a beautiful, meaningful design and plan that will teach,
enlighten, and inspire visitors of all ages. Stay tuned for more
about the Holocaust Memorial Garden in 2014.

=

FILM SERIEBOur spring film series at the Emmet OO0ONeal Library was pr
Centerds focus on Pol and. Attendance and feedback wdar20ldexcel | €
Dr. Andrew Demshuk and Dr. André Millard again will provide historical background on each film and will lead a discussien See Page

6 for details.

MUSIC: THE POLISH LEGAGY May, the BHEC presented a concert at Temple Emdglun partnership
with the Birmingham International Center. The program featured stellar performances by Aleksandra
Kasman, Cantor Jessica Roskin, Dr. Alan Goldspiel, Dr. Robert Janssen, a
The Magic Shtetl Klezmer Band.

SHADES VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL VIDEO PR@JEGTBurpart series, Max
Steinmetz visited Amy McDonal dds
Valley High School during the 2012013 school year and told his story in

great detail. The students expressed their personal
story through art, essays, and letters. The entire series was professionally videotaped. During 22034,
Martin Aaron is telling his story to Amyds students.

BROWN BAG LUNCH SEREEBh e BHECG6s ninth annual Brown Bag Luncl
Library was our best attended series ever, including a standimgpm-only audience for Holocaust survivor

Aisic Hirscho6és presentation on March 20. Pl ans are
Wednesday, March 5.

LOCHAI M F UNUnReAtheShphb and creative leadership of Cathy Friedman, with Honorary

CoChairs Brenda and Fred Friedman, t he BHECOs 2 /‘ Fundr
successful campaign to date, bringing in over $80,000. This wonderful result will make it possible for us [
to expand and enhance our educational programming in 2014. ) O/U[ 5
4

L6CHAI MOTEWENThi rd annual L6Chaim event at the ) was
event honoring the Righteous Among the Nations featured an interview with Becky Seitel and Mitzi J. Le The Briec oot

creators ofDarkness Into Life an original drama by Hoover

High School Theatre; Cantor o l'ing

her mother, who was rescued during the Holocaust by 72[ Y l/ﬁ:l’“

Righteous Gentiles; and music by the Cantor, Aleksandra Ao f/;/w[ﬂw“
Kasman, The Magic Shtetl Klezmer Band, and the /

Birmingham Community Mass Choir. Plans are underway for

LdChaim 2014.

0 WI T N &ISRESTALLNACHT PROGRAM

The BHEC commemorated the Fanniversary of
Kristallnacht with a November program in the
Steiner Auditorium at the Birmingham Museum of
Art featuring a dramatic reading by The Seasoned
Performers and music by Dr. Alan Goldspiel and
Marilyn Pipkin. This moving performance told the
first-person stories of people who experienced Kristallnacht; it received wonderful audience feedback.




