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Knowing that teachers are beyond busy, I have compiled a list of activities and lessons that I 

have used in the past during our AF unit. I know that it is sometimes easier to implement 

something new if you have a model or guide already created. If you are interested in any of 

these documents or resources, please feel free to email me anytime. I am always happy to 

share! (Disclaimer: These activities were created with middle school-age students in mind.) 

• The BHEC: As you have already figured out, the BHEC is an unbelievable resource for 

teachers. Ann, her team, and its website can help steer you to anything you might be 

interested in using. 

www.bhecinfo.org  

 

• The Anne Frank House is a great place to begin research. They also have a virtual tour 

of the hiding place, interviews, film clips, and a timeline that are extremely helpful 

when teaching this unit. I often used this to introduce the characters. 

www.annefrank.org 

• Holocaust I.D. Cards: From the USHMM, these I.D. cards are given to each visitor to the 

museum. They contain a photo and brief biography. There are available to download 

off of their website for free. I have used them to begin research activities or journal 

entries. I find it helps to show students other victims of the Nazi regime since their 

limited knowledge of it seems to focus mostly on Germany, etc. The link is: 

https://encyclopedia.ushmm.org/landing/en/id-cards 

 

• Two Voice Poems: I used this strategy while reading the play. Students often chose two 

characters to create the poem, but it could be used with any piece of literature. 

 

• Alexandra Zapruder’s book Salvaged Pages: A phenomenal resource that contains diary 

entries from children victimized by the Nazis. There is a companion documentary 

called I’m Still Here: Real Diaries of People Who Lived During the Holocaust that also 

serves as an excellent resource. The “Anonymous Girl” chapter is one we have studied 

in the past. We often took excerpts from different authors to compare their 

experiences. Again, it shows students other voices from this period. 
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• The short story “Lala” by Roman Kent. The USC Shoah Foundation has also created a 

short film to be used with this story. A great resource to introduce our unit on the 

Holocaust and a very approachable text for younger readers. (I was given this 

wonderful piece through the JFR (Jewish Foundation for the Righteous)) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7AgA68qG5C8 

****This is a virtual reality movie, so you will need Google viewers to see it. 

 

• The story of Irene Sendler: Our department works closely with the History department 

during this unit, and we also wanted to spotlight those that helped hide or save Jews 

during WWII. Irene is a famous rescuer, and there are numerous books and even a 

Hallmark movie about her. My students fall in love with Irene each year, and it opens 

up a great conversation. It can also be a great stepping stone story into the topic of 

collaboration vs. resistance. 

 

Irena's Children: The Extraordinary Story of the Woman Who Saved 2,500 
Children from the Warsaw Ghetto by Tilar J. Mazzeo  

***We have used portions of the “Young Readers Scholastic Edition” 

 

The Courageous Heart of Irene Sendler (Film starring Anna Paquin) 

 

Below are two books geared toward a younger audience/picture books: 

(images courtesy of amazon.com) 

 

  

• If you are interested in other rescuer stories, visit www.jfr.org   They do amazing work! 

 

• Of course, the USHMM offers an incredible array of information and resources. Their 

exhibit “Some Were Neighbors” ties into the collaboration conversation. 

www.ushmm.org  and  http://somewereneighbors.ushmm.org/ 
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