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Birmingham businessman and developer Jeffrey Bayer will be 

honored at the BHEC’s 4th annual L’Chaim (“to life”) event on 

August 24, 2:30 to 4:00 p.m. at Temple Emanu-El in            

Birmingham. 

 

“Jeffrey has provided a home for the BHEC in the Bayer       

Properties Building for the last ten years,” commented Phyllis 

Weinstein, President of the Birmingham Holocaust Education 

Center. “His generosity has made it possible for us to          

concentrate on our mission, which is to keep the history and 

the lessons of the Holocaust alive.” 

 

The program will include music by the Eric Essix Trio, Cantor 

Jessica Roskin, and the Birmingham Community Mass Choir.    

A dramatic reading, “The Slippery Slope,” will feature Bob 

Penny and other actors from The Seasoned Performers.  

 

“L’Chaim is always a varied program,” said event producer Deborah Layman. “It’s a mix of entertainment, 

education, and acknowledgement of the contribution of a member of the community. We select the music 

based on the tastes of the honoree.  In this case, Jeffrey is a fan of contemporary jazz.  Since jazz was a 

target of Nazi propaganda in the 1930s, there’s a nice educational tie-in.  It’s one of several educational 

components in the program.” 

 

The L’Chaim event is the culmination of the BHEC’s annual          

campaign to raise funds for teacher training, special programs for 

students and the community, and the development of educational 

resources.  One key element in BHEC programming is the group of 

Holocaust survivors who live in Birmingham and who speak publicly 

about their personal  experiences.  This group of survivors is rapidly 

dwindling, and funding is also used to record and preserve their  

stories for future generations. 

 

“The Holocaust theme naturally expands to discussions about social 

justice, intolerance, bullying, and the consequences of prejudice and 

discrimination,” said Phyllis Weinstein. “The impact and relevance of 

our work have increased the demand for Holocaust education     

programming throughout the state.  The BHEC has always been a 

volunteer-led organization. This year, our goal is to raise enough  

ffunds to hire professional staff to help us expand our outreach.”  

 

L’Chaim is open to the public. Tax-deductible tickets are $50 each and may be purchased at 

www.bhamholocausteducation.org.  A dessert reception will follow the program. 

L’Chaim 2014 to Honor Jeffrey Bayer 

Brown Bag Sets Tone for the Future       Ann Mollengarden, Vice-President 

In March, the BHEC Brown Bag Lunch Series at the Birmingham Public Library    

unveiled two new PowerPoint presentations by Birmingham survivors Max Herzel 

and Bob May.  Working with the BHEC, both survivors now use family photos,            

documents, and maps to accompany their oral presentations.  These PowerPoints 

offer several benefits, including keeping the audience engaged and the presenter on 

topic.  Along with the video recordings that are made during all Brown Bag           

programs, these presentations are part of the BHEC archives of Alabama Holocaust 

survivors.  The BHEC is working to create presentations for as many survivors as 

possible, present and past.  Let us know if you want to help. Max Herzel 
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New Developments at the BHEC!              Phyllis Weinstein, President 

 

The Birmingham Holocaust Education Center is bursting with activity this summer!  There is no downtime for the dedicated and committed 

volunteers who focus on the programs that support our mission.  As we move forward to a sustainable organization, we are extremely   

excited and pleased to honor Jeffrey Bayer and Bayer Properties at our L’Chaim 2014 annual fundraising event.  Jeffrey Bayer and his  

organization have given us a home for over 10 years, a tremendous advantage that gives us the opportunity to commit our limited funds to 

the core of our work and not to overhead expenses.  We hope you will join us at this event on August 24, which, as you know from past 

programs, will highlight our honoree in a meaningful, educational, and entertaining program while also reflecting on our recent achieve-

ments.  We also look forward to recognizing the important role our L’Chaim Host Committee plays in fulfilling our future hopes and dreams.        
 

Lana Jaffe, who has been our Office Manager for two years, is leaving to pursue her Ph.D. in Comparative Literature at Harvard University.  

Lana’s responsibilities have grown along with our organization, and we have come to depend upon her for many things.  The  BHEC is 

grateful for her dedication, her flexible schedule, her ability to communicate in Russian with our survivors who are native to that land, and 

especially for delaying her departure until this issue of Legacy is “put to bed.’’  We thank her and extend our very best wishes as she     

begins her five-year course of study.  

 

When we were interviewing candidates to fill this position of Office Manager, one “interviewed us,” asking what brings us the greatest   

satisfaction in the work we do.  Unquestionably, it is the trust and respect we receive from major institutions in Birmingham with whom we 

partner to bring the history and the lessons of the Holocaust to our students and citizens.  When we have standing room only audiences at 

the Birmingham Public Library to hear the experiences of Holocaust survivors, when we have standing room only audiences at the Emmett 

O’Neal Library to view Holocaust films and to participate in lively discussions following each showing, when we commemorate the 75th  

anniversary of Kristallnacht with an extraordinary, profound presentation at the Birmingham 

Museum of Art by The Seasoned Performers, when we join others in introducing the Muslim 

concept of BESA at the Birmingham Civil Rights Institute, when most every seat is filled at 

our Yom HaShoah commemoration at Samford University, we are encouraged that there is a 

thirst for knowledge about the Holocaust that we hope to satisfy in even greater measure in 

the years to come. 
 

These special, important programs reach diverse and interested audiences in addition to 

providing us with visibility in the broader community; but our “bread and butter” program-

ming of teacher and student education continues to be the core of our endeavors.  You will 

read in these pages how we reach out to these groups, how grateful we are to the Brenda and Fred Friedman Teacher Scholarship Fund 

that provides the means for teachers in Birmingham and throughout the state to learn from preeminent Holocaust scholars in summer 

teacher workshops held all over the world, and how the Traveler’s Darkness Into Life has created new, important venue partnerships.  You 

will read how the deeply-felt life-changing attitudes expressed by those who are privileged to hear our survivors speak bring joy and grati-

tude to our survivors, who so willingly tell their stories over and over again, as you can see from the schedule printed here. 
 

We would like to hear your thoughts and ideas of ways we can better convey our message.  Our programs are designed to meet the needs 

of audiences of all ages.  Is there a group that you know of who would be interested in learning of our work?  Let us know!  The more    

people who understand and internalize the lessons of the Holocaust, the better chance we have to ensure that NEVER AGAIN is not an 

empty phrase but one that resonates with all our citizens. 

 

On Sunday, March 9, 2014, I attended the final of four films on the Holocaust sponsored by the BHEC and shown at the 

Emmett O'Neal Library in Crestline Village.  As I was leaving the film, I picked up a BHEC brochure on a table by the door.    

I was completely unfamiliar with this organization.  I filled out a volunteer form, and when I received a call from Ann 

Mollengarden, she asked if I would help.  Upon meeting with Ann, we decided my background was best suited for the 

Archival Department.  Ann asked me to explore the memorabilia that had been donated to the BHEC.  April 14, on a 

whim, I contacted the Antiques Roadshow appraiser Gary Piattoni and asked for his help identifying and preserving our 

memorabilia.  Resoundingly, he said “YES.”  On this same day, I also contacted The National WWII Museum’s Assistant 

Director of Exhibits and Collections, Toni Kiser, and asked for the same help. Amazingly, I received an immediate 

response back; another “YES.”  On Friday, June 20, Ann and I met with Gary Piattoni in person and began our archival 

process.  I am now asking you for your help.  Help with memorabilia donations and monetary donations you might 

designate to this assignment.  I thank you very much for your consideration, and let’s see what we can do together.  

It Never Hurts to Ask!        Helaine Kanter, BHEC Volunteer 

“WITNESS, The Voices of Kristallnacht” 

Birmingham Museum of Art, November 2013 

Gary Piattoni  

examines  

Luftwaffe helmet. 

This Yom HaShoah, the Birmingham community participated in a worldwide name-reading initiative called “Unto Every Person There is a 

Name.” Collectively, we were able to read over 5,000 names of Holocaust victims and restore dignity to those who perished.  Thank you to 

these participating institutions: Advent Episcopal School, Bama Hillel, Bertram A. Hudson School, Briarwood Junior High, Brookwood Forest 

Elementary, Canterbury United Methodist, Chabad of Alabama, Cherokee Bend Elementary, Clay Chalkville Middle School, Community 

Church Without Walls, First Presbyterian, Handley High School, Highlands School, JH Israel, JH Ranch, Knesseth Israel Congregation, Liberty 

Park Middle School, Moody Junior High School, Mountain Brook Elementary School, Mountain Brook High School, N.E. Miles Jewish Day 

School, North Jefferson Middle School, Riverchase Middle School, Samford University, Spain Park High School, St. Stephens Episcopal 

Church, St. Thomas The Apostle Catholic Church, Temple Beth-El, Temple Emanu-El, Thompson High School, and YMCA Birmingham.  

Unto Every Person There is a Name                Lana Jaffe & Chelsea Tucker, Office Managers 



 

 

Page 3 

                         Barbara Solomon, Exhibit Coordinator 

 

“Spectacular Stories, Wonderful Photographs, Moving Stories” 

This is one of the many remarks we received back from a venue where our traveling exhibit Darkness into Life recently visited.  

The BHEC’s powerful educational tool continues to travel throughout our state educating and inspiring through the incredible stories of the 

Holocaust.  Through countless hours of interviews and research, these stories have been shared with us by 20 of our Alabama survivors and 

are captured through the beautiful artwork and texts of the exhibit. 

 

History of the Exhibit 

In 2007 Becky Seitel and her husband Alan conceived the idea of telling the 

stories of the Holocaust through artwork.  A gifted photographer, Becky      

approached artist Mitzi J. Levin to collaborate on the project by adding her 

artistic spirit to the endeavor. What unfolded was much more than either had 

imagined.  The project took on a life of its own, consuming their lives for a  

period of time as they ultimately proceeded to interview 20 survivors and then 

photograph and paint their artistic interpretations of the stories told to them. 

As their work evolved into the final project, innumerable hours by many      

volunteers were additionally spent in the creation of a world class exhibit.  

 

The original exhibit contains 78 original pieces of artwork accompanied by the 

stories of each of the 20 survivors.  For several years it traveled through     

Alabama, and after many concerns about maintaining the exhibit, donors 

stepped forward to provide the seed money for the creation of a traveling   

version of the exhibit.  The traveling version is  

an exact replica of the original but is             

significantly more travel-friendly and has     

allowed us to send it to venues that could not accommodate the original exhibit.  The traveling version is so 

compact that it is easily transportable, fitting into the trunk of a midsize vehicle.  Two people easily may   

assemble the exhibit within 20 minutes and it may be set up according to the logistical needs of the venue. 

 

Teaching About Holocaust is Magnified 

With the advent of this travel-friendly, easy to assemble version of Darkness into Life, the opportunities to 

teach the lessons of the Holocaust have grown exponentially.  The Exhibit has travelled continuously through-

out the academic calendar year, and we are very pleased to note that it travels to diverse regions of Alabama.   

Educational institutions and other venues have used the exhibit to springboard into such related topics as 

prejudice, discrimination, stereotyping, and bullying and prompt discussions about proactive behavior,  

teaching students of all ages the importance of stepping forward if they experience an injustice of any kind.  

 

Where We Have Been and Where We  Are Headed 

The Traveler’s Darkness into Life has been in venues this past year that include the Tuscaloosa Public     

Library, the Southern Jewish Historical Society, Shades Valley High School, University of West Alabama, 

Cherokee Bend Elementary School,   Highlands School, and Bob Jones High School in Madison County. In 

July 2014, the Exhibit 

travelled to Atlanta where 

it was hosted by the  

Commanding Brigadier General, Eastern Division, and 

where all subordinate Brigade and Battalion leadership 

teams for this region were present.  Fall brings us back 

to several schools that are re-booking the exhibit due to 

the success they have experienced with it in past years.   

 
If you are interested in booking this exhibit, or if you 
know of a venue that you believe we should reach out to 
contact, please connect with us: 
 
Website :  www.bhamholocausteducaion.org 
Office Phone:  205-795-4176 
 

Shades Valley High School, February 2014 

Tuscaloosa Public Library, October 2013 

Max Herzel 

Opening of Exhibit, 

Tuscaloosa Public Library. 

Now see an additional version of the  

Traveler Darkness into Life on display at 

the Friedman Family Life Center at    

Knesseth Israel Congregation. 

http://www.bhamholocausteducaion.org
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After meeting Ruth Siegler, Homewood 

Middle School teacher Rebecca 

Stallings decided to share Ruth's 

captivating story with her 6th grade 

class. 

 

In March, the class read My Father's 

Blessing and invited Ruth to visit and 

share her story.  On her birthday the 

following month, Ruth received 

beautiful, heart-felt birthday cards from 

the students.  

Ruth Siegler IS Her Father’s Blessing                          Ann Mollengarden, Vice-President 

Compelling, Eye-Opening, Inspiring                Ann Mollengarden, Vice-President 

Each year, Birmingham Holocaust survivors travel the state speaking to students from a variety 

of backgrounds.  They are driven by the need to speak for those who can no longer speak for 

themselves and to ensure that future generations will learn from their experiences.  

“Compelling,” “eye-opening,” “inspiring”—these are just a few of the adjectives that 8th and 9th 

students used to describe Max Steinmetz's presentation at Briarwood Christian School. 
 

Thank you so much for coming and speaking to us! It really was a fantastic experience I will 

never forget.  It was really moving and made me want to be more aware of what's going on in 

the world.  Thank you! 
 

Discrimination will probably always exist because of ignorance, but hopefully, a tragedy of this  

magnitude will never happen again. 
 

Some of us are quick to take for granted the life that we have.  You helped us to realize how blessed we are, and we will always be thankful. 
 

I feel my generation really needs an impacting story like yours to remind them that such a thing can happen to anyone.  My generation does 

not know suffering like your experience, which is a good and bad thing.  It is good because no one should have to endure such pain which 

was endured in the Holocaust, but it is also bad because it gives us too much security.  We think it will never happen again, and especially 

not to us. But your story provided a much needed awakening, so we, the next generation, can prevent similar tragedies. 
 

From a teacher's perspective, Kathleen Keelin, Our Lady of the Valley School, wrote:  The most memorable part of your presentation was in 

telling them (the students) that they can never look the other way when they see someone doing something that they know is wrong.  We 

continuously teach them that, but you were able to bring that message home for them in a way that their teachers never could.  
 

Max Steinmetz, compelling, eye-opening and inspiring. 

Please Join Our Efforts                   Cathy Friedman & Edgar Marx Jr, L’Chaim Co-Chairs 

 Today, Thursday, July 17, is a disastrous news day, full of heartbreak:  a war in southern  

Israel that shocks the senses, the Malaysian plane filled with passengers falling out the sky, 

the poor undocumented children kept in Texas with no place to go, and the loss of one our 

Alabama Holocaust survivors, Henry Stern. 
 

Yet with all the horror in our world today, the Holocaust is never completely in the past. The 

actions and attitudes that led to the Holocaust and allowed it to occur are reflected daily in 

our current events.  Will we never learn? The Birmingham Holocaust Education Center honors 

this history by using it as a model for teaching what happens when the world goes insane. 

The BHEC’s work teaches people like us that we must stand together and NEVER, NEVER 

stop seeking a just and peaceful world.  
 

Edgar and I, with the help and tireless dedication of the BHEC and our wonderful L'Chaim Host Committee, have spent the summer laying out 

the blue-print for a magnificent event honoring one of my dearest friends, Jeffrey Bayer. Our fundraising campaign will provide the BHEC with 

the personnel that they so deserve and need to continue to grow the remarkable work that is being accomplished by this tiny miraculous 

organization.  
 

Please join Edgar and me in our efforts to keep the history of the Holocaust alive in Birmingham.  Thank you! 
 

Cathy and Edgar 
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With plans for the Holocaust Memorial Garden on 19th Street North in development, the BHEC has been invited by REV Birmingham to     

participate in a group of downtown stakeholders who are planning the branding and development of Birmingham’s Theatre/Cultural District. 
 

The group includes representatives from the Alabama, Lyric, and Carver Theatres; McWane Science Center; Sidewalk Film Festival; and    

Cultural Alliance of Greater Birmingham, along with architects, urban designers, and downtown business and building owners. 
 

At a meeting on July 10, I learned that the plan is to hire a branding firm to create a cohesive, attractive identity for the district and to      

promote the development of destinations to add to the “walkability” of downtown. The location of our proposed Memorial Garden on 19th 

Street North between 3rd and 4th Avenues puts us right in the center of the target area.  The prospect of having high visibility for Holocaust 

education in the cultural hub of the city is very exciting, particularly as we will have a voice in the branding and development of the area.  

Stay tuned for news about the Holocaust Memorial Garden this fall. 
 

 

While it seems that we know more about the Holocaust than any other historical event, new information reveals itself on a regular basis, and 

the historiography changes.  So, too, does Holocaust pedagogy, which is continually being re-examined and revised by educators. 
 

Formerly, the standard approach to teaching about the events that took place during the Holocaust included discussion of four “categories” 

of people: the perpetrators (less than 10% of the population), the rescuers (less than 0.5%), the bystanders (85%) and the victims.  These 

various roles were not always clear-cut and depending on the changing circumstances and the personal choices that were made, an         

individual could assume most any of these stances.  But this has changed.  Recently, the U.S. Holocaust Memorial Museum has               

recommended not using the term "bystanders." 
 

The bystanders were the largest group by far.  These were the people who played it safe by complying with the law and avoiding terrorizing 

activities, the passive onlookers, the people who knew what was happening but chose not to get involved.  But in doing nothing, were they 

not taking a position, and were they not responsible for their inaction?  Can it be said that a bystander was actually enabling the perpetrator?  

Was there truly such a thing as a passive onlooker? 
 

While teachers have been exploring all of these questions in the classroom, the Museum has taken it one step further in saying that there 

were no bystanders.  The Museum’s stance is that in using the term bystanders, we are providing an inexcusable "by."  Not taking action is a 

conscious decision that has ramifications.  These ramifications and ensuing discussion about the decision-making process should be the 

educator's focus. 

 
AHO Meeting, St. Petersburg, FL           Dr. Dan Puckett, Alabama Holocaust Commission 

On June 7-10, 2014, the Florida Holocaust Museum in St. Petersburg, Florida hosted the 29th 

annual conference of the Association of Holocaust Organizations (AHO).  The conference drew 

a strong crowd, with Holocaust centers, museums, and Holocaust Studies programs from 

across the United States represented in St. Petersburg.  Max Herzel of the Birmingham      

Holocaust Education Center and Dan Puckett of the Alabama Holocaust Commission attended 

on behalf of the BHEC and the AHC. 
 

The theme of the conference was “The Holocaust in Eastern Europe,” with the keynote    

speakers and panels devoted to the killing fields of Eastern Europe.  Father Patrick Desbois, 

the author of The Holocaust by Bullets: A Priest's Journey to Uncover the Truth Behind the  

Murder of 1.5 Million Jews (2008), explained his project Yahad—In Unum [together] 

(www.yahadinunum.org) that uncovers undocumented killing sites while locating and interview-

ing eyewitnesses to the mass murder of Jews in Eastern Europe.  Wendy Lower of Claremont 

McKenna College, and the author of Hitler’s Furies: German Women in the Nazi Killing Fields 

(2013), discussed her groundbreaking research on the role of women and the Holocaust, while 

Michael Berenbaum, Mark Weitzman, and Noreen Brand had a lively panel that examined the 

state of Holocaust education in Eastern Europe, an increasingly difficult endeavor given the 

growth of right-wing political movements and the increase in antisemitism in the region.  
 

Sessions at the conference offered stimulating information on new directions in Holocaust 

education, such as the impact of distance and web-based learning initiatives, and the increas-

ing digitization of Holocaust collections at museums, archives, and learning centers, while 

others offered more practical information and tips on fundraising for organizations and docent 

training for museums.  All in all, it was an information-packed few days.  Many thanks to our 

hosts at the Florida Holocaust Museum for an excellent program and a wonderful experience. 

 

Alabama Holocaust Commission:  Phyllis Weinstein, Chair; Dr. Dan Puckett, Al Benn, Max   

Herzel, Dr. Steven Grunfeld, Ann Mollengarden, Maury Shevin, Dr. Kenneth Scott, Lemarse 

Washington, Rabbi Scott Kramer (guest), Dr. Jim Jolly, LeAnn Judah McClelland 

(Not pictured:  Dr. Robert Adler, Jake Aronov, Ike Brown, Nettie Carson-Mullins, Kelley Haynes,               

Hope Mehlman, Jerry Rosenberg, Sen. Shadrack McGill, Rickie Voit) 

Holocaust Pedagogy Takes a Turn               Ann Mollengarden, Vice-President 

BHEC Invited to Join Theater District Stakeholders               Deborah Layman, Vice-President 
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Mona Golabek: Captivating Pianist and Outstanding Storyteller          Ann Mollengarden, VP, Project Chair 

 

"It takes a village," so they say, and those words could not have been truer for the 

BHEC's year-long project, The Children of Willesden Lane.  It all began with the vision 

and commitment of Mona Golabek and her Hold On To Your Music Foundation.  The 

BHEC was to organize a county-wide school read of the book, The Children of    

Willesden Lane, and invite students to a dramatic performance by its author, pianist 

Mona Golabek.  The book and performance were inspired by the life of Ms.         

Golabek's mother, Holocaust survivor Lisa Jura.  Ms. Golabek has committed her 

life's work to expanding awareness and understanding of the ethical implications of 

world events such as the     

Holocaust, and the power of 

the arts, especially music, to 

embolden the human spirit in 

the face of adversity. 

 

The Birmingham Public Library 

came on board, reaching out to 

all of the school systems within 

Jefferson County.  Five systems 

chose to participate, including 

almost 1200 students.  The BHEC trained the participating teachers and provided   

resources for their instruction. Books were provided for all students and will remain the 

property of the schools for their continued use.   

 

Additional layers developed when Ms. Golabek suggested taping student reactions to 

the book.  This footage would be incorporated into a video being produced about  

teaching the Holocaust in the 21st century.  To that end, the BHEC designed a special 

culminating art/writing project to identify students who found special meaning in the 

text.  These students were then taped in small group discussions with Ms. Golabek 

during her visit to      

Birmingham.  The     

student projects were on 

view at Samford        

University during the Community Yom HaShoah program. 

 

Samford University joined the family when they offered to host all three     

performances of The Children of Willesden Lane: the student performance, 

the community performance for Yom HaShoah, and the music student       

performance.  Without their unparalleled performance spaces and superior 

staffing, none of this could have happened. 

 

Funding from the Alabama  Humanities Foundation (the state affiliate of the 

National Endowment for the       

Humanities), the Mike & Gillian 

Goodrich Foundation, the            

Unrestricted Fund of the              

Birmingham Jewish Federation, and the Harry B. Maring Community  Enrichment Fund of the    

Birmingham Jewish Foundation helped to make this project a reality. 

 

But it was Mona Golabek, the captivating story 

teller, outstanding pianist, and extraordinary    

human being who captured the hearts of all who 

met her and experienced the power of her art.  

From the hundreds of students who were jolted by 

the first note of Grieg's Piano Concerto, to the 

young students at J.H. Phillips Academy who 

shared intimate discussions with Ms. Golabek, to 

the many budding young artists who were inspired 

to create masterpieces, to the music students 

who marveled at the melding of classical music 

and theater, to those who attended the            

Community Yom HaShoah program that was truly 

magical, we all learned, we were all touched,      

we were all transformed. 

Ms. Golabek with students at J.H. Phillips Academy 

Student performance, Wright Center, Samford University 

Painting by Student from Shades Valley High School 

Play Through the Pain 
 

Listen to her music flow, 

Look for what her tears show; 

Lights shine in the piano's gloss, 

A memory of her greatest loss; 

A beautiful melody, 

A perfect tone, 

Never had she felt more alone; 

Here is where her head dropped, 

Here is where the tune stopped; 

But, up again her head rose, 

Higher as the music flowed; 

Lights twinkle in the gloss, 

She plays through her terrible loss; 

Look for what her tears show, 

Listen to her music flow. 
 

Student 

Ramsay High School Clay Relief by Student from N.E. Miles Jewish 

Day School 
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The Birmingham Holocaust Education Center’s speakers have had a very busy 2014.  Speakers have been to schools, churches, and other 

community centers all over the state of Alabama, even speaking in Mississippi, too.  Hundreds of students and adults have heard the stories 

of our Alabama Holocaust survivors as well as second generation speakers who tell the stories of their families.  Below are the places that 

our speakers visited and shared their wonderful and heartfelt stories this year. 
 

Martin Aaron  Shades Valley High School 

Max Herzel  Columbus Air Force Base (Columbus, MS), Cahaba Springs Presbyterian Church, US Army Sustained Command 

   (Homewood), Auburn University-Montgomery, Hudson K-8 School, West Alabama University, Southeastern High 

   School (Remlap, AL), Moody Jr. High School, Mountain Brook Jr. High School, and Tarrant High School 

Riva & Aisic Hirsch, Z”L* John Brown University, Siloam Springs, Arkansas 

Esther Levy  Parrish Elementary School & Spring Valley School 

Denise Lewis  Vestavia Hills Rotary Club, Highlands School, Cherokee Bend School, and Jacksonville State University 

Robert May  Brookwood Forest Elementary School 

Max Steinmetz  Clay Chalkville High School, Our Lady of the Valley School, Briarwood Jr. High School, Oneonta High School, Boaz 

   High School, Guntersville Jr. High School, and Auburn University-Montgomery 
 

*Zichrono l’tovah, may his memory be a blessing 

Speaker’s Bureau Update               Denise Lewis, Vice-President 

Sheila Guidry To Be Honored by Agudath Israel Etz Ahayem, Montgomery            Rabbi Scott Kramer 

Agudath Israel Etz Ahayem in Montgomery, Alabama will officially recognize the efforts of Dr. Sheila Guidry at 

their September 25th Rosh Hashanah morning services, which will begin at 9:00 am.  Rabbi Scott Kramer will talk 

about Dr. Guidry’s AUM (Auburn University at Montgomery) Holocaust Education program.  Dr. Guidry has run this 

program from its inception in 2000 till the present.  High School students from the Montgomery area and beyond 

are invited to participate in a program that includes first hand stories from two Holocaust Survivors, Max Herzel 

and Max Steinmetz, along with a candle lighting ceremony led by both rabbis in Montgomery, Rabbi Elliot Stevens 

and Rabbi Scott Kramer, and a graphic documentary detailing the depravity of the Nazis responsible for the 

concentration camps.  There is also an essay contest for high school students; the winners will be announced at 

this event.  In 2013, during its Interfaith Holocaust Memorial, Agudath Israel Etz Ahayem invited the winner for 

that year, Abigail Greenberg, to deliver her essay.  The program epitomizes the phrase “Never Again!”  Dr. Guidry 

deserves this high honor, and we hope that the program will continue for many years to come.    

Birmingham Oral History Project Now Housed at BHEC Library  Ann Mollengarden, Vice-President 

The Birmingham Oral History Project, or Memory Bank, was a project of the Senior Adult Program, 

which at the time was under the auspices of the Birmingham Jewish Federation.  This was a 2-part 

project.  First, Susie Strauss, Senior Adult Coordinator, worked on the histories of Birmingham Jewish 

residents who had emigrated from Europe.  Then a few years later, Karen Allen, Senior Adult           

Coordinator, worked on the histories of Birmingham Jewish residents who had moved from the north 

to the south. 

 

Interviewers were selected from the Jewish Community and were trained by a professor at Samford 

University.  The interviewer followed a prescribed set of questions.  Interviews were recorded on    

cassettes and transcribed by secretaries at Sirote & Permutt.  One copy of each memoir was given to 

the family, and one was stored at the JCC.  The BHEC is still searching for copies of the original      

cassette recordings. 

 

The BHEC has currently located 43 oral histories that have been catalogued and are now part of the 

BHEC permanent collection.  We ask that these books be viewed only on our library since they are 

irreplaceable. 

 
Ira Beck   Louis E. Gingold  Marion Leaf  Dora Nesselroth  Lison Spiegelman 

Rose Becker  Esther Goldforb  Morris Scott Levy  Mayer Newfield  Dorothy L. Steiner 

Abe Berkowitz  Sol M. Goldstein  Dorothy Levy  Cantor Akiva Ostrovsky Max Steinmetz 

Adele Cohn  Bessie Goldstein  Sophie Litvine  Jake Paskowitz  Dorah Sterne 

Fanny Cooper  Abe Greenwald  Hella Mautner  Dora Perel   Dr. Leon Weinstein 

Goldie Daitz  Rachel Herschthal  Clara Mazor  Dr. Abraham Isaac Perley M. Eugene Zeidman 

Lena Feidelson  Nettie Hess  Dr. N.E. Miles  Max Sarasohn  Sidney Ziff 

Beilah Feigelson  Nessie Scherer Kessler Mrs. Simon (Sofia) Mirelman Nesche (Nettie) Schattner  

E.M. Friend Jr.  Rosa Kimerling  Szymon Nagrodzki  Max Sokol      

 

An accompanying  2-part video was also produced as part of this project.  “The Immigrant Experience” (12 minutes) and “The Southern 

Jew” (18 minutes).  This has been converted to DVD and may be borrowed from the BHEC library. 



 

 

Alabama Holocaust Commission 

Birmingham Holocaust Education Center 

P.O. Box 130577 

Birmingham, AL  35213-0577 

Phone: 205.795.4176 

E-mail: information@bhamholocausteducation.org 

www.bhamholocausteducation.org 

www.alabamaholocaustcommission.org 

BHEC MISSION STATEMENT 
Inspired by Alabama Holocaust survivors, whose presence in our community makes us mindful of the injustices in their past, the BHEC is committed to 

preserving their memories and continuing their legacies.  The lessons of the Holocaust are profound and relevant, providing a platform to explore important 

ethical and moral issues. Our goal is to keep the history of the Holocaust alive by providing engaging resources, programs, and initiatives to the students, 

teachers, and communities of Alabama.  Through Holocaust education, we hope to ensure that new generations will apply the lessons of the Holocaust to the 

construction of a more just, humane, and tolerant future. 
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Denise Lewis, Vice President Michelle Konigsburg 

Max Herzel, Treasurer Ronald Levitt 

Mitzi Levin, Secretary Esther Levy  

Karen Allen Amy McDonald 

Pam Baugh  Noah Schuettge 

Barbara Bonfield Becky Seitel 

Judy Borisky-Metzger Noelle Sheedy 

Lisa Byrd Barbara Solomon 

Kate Cotton Joyce Spielberger  

Isa Dorsky Lemarse Washington 

Laurie Elmets  

Thank You to our In-Kind Supporters:  
Bayer Properties; Joe Preston, B & B Print Shop; 

Bruce Downs, CPA; and Steven Brickman, Sirote & Permutt 

Legacy is available online 

and via e-mail. 

Sign up on our website! 

Thank You for Your Generous Donations: 
Levite Jewish Community Center- Holocaust books and oral histories  

N.E. Miles Jewish Day School—Library bookcases 

Find us on 

Facebook 

BHEC Wish List: 
Executive desk, chair, credenza, filing cabinet, 

folding chairs, covered/closed display cases. 

 

Lana Jaffe, our Office Manager, has been the welcoming face of the 

BHEC for the past two years.  She has grown with us, and we have 

grown with her assistance.  We are so proud that she will be able to 

continue her education at Harvard, but she will certainly be missed. 

 

We are pleased to introduce our new Office Manager, Chelsea 

Tucker, who will begin working full time on August 4th.  Chelsea lives 

in Pelham and received her Master of Social Work from the University 

of Alabama.  It was an internship at Hadassah in Washington, D.C. 

that clarified her career direction in the non-profit world.  She thinks it 

is important to work with people who are passionate about what they 

do, and she has found that at the BHEC.  Chelsea brings the skills 

that we need and the passion to support the work that we do.  She is 

excited to learn and grow with the BHEC.   

 

When you call or come by the BHEC office, please welcome Chelsea 

to our family. 

 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

 

Aisic Hirsch 

March 7, 2014 

 

Henry J. Stern 

July 17, 2014 

Welcome Chelsea Tucker, New Office Manager 


